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Dear Educator, 
 
Welcome to Historical Society of Palm Beach County and the Richard and Pat Johnson Palm 
Beach County History Museum. We are very excited to have you and your students join us. We 
believe that history brought to life for children in a relevant, engaging manner can fling open 
doors of social and intergenerational understanding; provide powerful intellectual inspiration 
and help kids feel a sense of place and a sense of pride about their heritage. 
 
The Historical Society exists to further an understanding and appreciation of Palm Beach County 
history and heritage by collecting, preserving, interpreting, and exhibiting cultural resources for 
the education and enrichment of present and future generations.  Our museum, which took six 
years to complete, is within the restored 1916 county courthouse in downtown West Palm 
Beach, and enables the Society to weave our community history into the fabric of daily life.  
 
Their visit will start with a short four to six minute long introductory film that provides an 
overview of the county.  The Museum is divided into two main galleries and a temporary gallery 
for rotating, special exhibits.  Exhibits include kiosks of people who influenced the history of 
Palm Beach County, an interactive fifty-inch screen monitor that shows the growth and 
development of the county, and a large central diorama in the Place Gallery has a number of 
flip-boxes and ports for students of open and discover hidden items.  These are just a few 
insights to what is offered at the Museum. 
 
tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άaǳǎŜǳƳ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
resource guide will help you and your students prepare for your museum visit.  The following 
information is included in the guide: directions, general information about visiting the museum, 
floor plan, information about what you will see, sunshine state standard fulfillment, pre and 
post visit activities, staff development follow-up, teacher and student evaluations. 
 
We hope you and your students will enjoy their Museum Experience at the Richard and Pat 
Johnson Palm Beach County History Museum. 
 
Sincerely, 

Curator of Education 
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Directions 
The Richard and Pat Johnson Palm Beach 
County History Museum is located on the 
second floor of the restored 1916 Palm 
Beach County Courthouse in downtown 
West Palm Beach at: 
 
 300 North Dixie Highway 
 West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
 
From the North 
Take I-95 to Palm Beach Lakes Boulevard 
Exit and go east on Palm Beach Lakes 
Boulevard to Dixie Highway (U.S. 1).  Turn 
right (south) on to Dixie Highway. Go to 3rd 
Street and make left turn.  The Museum is 
on the southeast corner of Dixie Highway 
and 3rd Street. 
 

From the South 
Take I-95 to Okeechobee Boulevard Exit and 
go east on Okeechobee Boulevard to Olive 
Avenue. Turn left (north) on Olive Avenue. 
Go to 3rd Street and turn left (west) to the 
museum.  It will be on left side. 
 

From the East 
Take Okeechobee Boulevard east and go to 
Olive Avenue. Turn left (north) on Olive 
Avenue. Go to 3rd Street and turn left 
(west).  The Museum will be on left side just 
past the county governmental center. 
 

Parking/Loading/Unloading Zone: on 3rd 
Street on north side of the 1916 
courthouse.  Space accommodates two (2) 
buses.
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Public Parking 

Public parking is available on the 
surrounding streets and in the parking lot 
across the street from the museum with the 
entry located on 4th Street.  A parking 
garage is located at the corner of 4th Street 
and Olive Avenue.  Additional parking 
garages can be found on Banyan.  
 

If buses remained parked in the bus 
loading/unloading zone, the driver must 
remain with the vehicle.  If vehicle is left 
unattended, the parking enforcement 
patrols may ticket the vehicle. The Historical 
Society of Palm Beach County is not 
responsible for vehicles ticketed by law 
enforcement. 
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